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An ANSWER toaLETTER 
toa DISSENTER, &c. 


Ardor me, Sir, if I think it is your Intereſt at leaſt, ifnot 

your Fear and Reſentment, mult be the etie& of you addref 

ling the Dillenters at this time, ſince hitherto Conſcience 

and Religion could never prevail to draw from you any 
manner of Condeſcention to them. Truth mult at all times carry 
Conviction with it, unleſs Intereſt hinder ; how much it over-ruled 
you formerly, in what you your ſelves now own to be Truth, I leave 
you to judg, 

[n the mean time it is to be conſidered whether the Diſſenters in 
this Juncture act contrary to Truth or no; for if they att according 
to Truth, let the Clamor of the. Church of England be never ſo 
great, they will be able to juſtify themſelves both to God and Man. 

The great Qucſtion then will be, whether the Penal Laws be juſt 
and equitable Laws, and conſiſtent with the Law of God or not ? 
If they be not conſiſtent with the Law of God, but quite contrary 
to the Principles of Chriltianity, to impoſe 'on and enforce Mens 
Conſciences, and inflict Penalties on them for not agreeing in meer 
Matters of Religion ; then certainly the Dilſſenters wall be found al- 
togcther in the right, if they conſent to the abrogating of thoſe 
Laws. It will be but aftum agere to prove this impoſing and perſe- 
cuting Principle to be quite oppolite to the expreſs Rule, Dodrine 
and Practice of Jeſus Chrilt, it having bcen ſufficiently evinced al- 
ready, and all Parties now readily acquieſce in it. 

And as nothing but Intereſt at firſt prevailed in the enacting theſe 
perſecuting Laws, fo 1 doubr it will be found that the ſelf-ſame In- 
tereſt, and not Religion, ſways in the continuance of them : for if 
the Church of England for once would lay akde that Idol-lntereſt, 
and conſider what 1s agreable to the Word of God, and what not, 
and remember that Golden Rule, of domyg unto others as they would be 
done by, | am contident the could never be fo exger aa Adyocate for 
the-continuing of theſe unchriltian Laws. 
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Now as to what advantage the Papiſts can make by Repealing 
of the Penal Laws, and the diſmal Conſequences that will follow, 
which indeed is all that is conſiderable in this Letter, and which is 
the frightful Bugbear made uſe of, it may receive an eaſy Anſwer : 
For no Man of ſenſe will argue that the bare taking away of- the 
Penal Laws is in it ſelf either an eſtabliſhing of Popery, or deſtroy- 
ing of the Church of England : The King is moſt gracioully plea- 
ſed to tell us in his Declaration, that be well maintain Archbiſhops, &c, 
And that he queſtions not bur his Parliament will fo ſettle a Li- 
berty of Conſcience tor all his Subjects, as his Succellors ſhall have 
no cauſe to aiten, Now the Parliament no doubt will go no farther 
to the ſettling of Popery, or deſtroying the Church of England, than 
what the King in this his Declaration expetts (hall be enacted, ſo 
that the Penal Laws mult be the very ellential part of the Church 
of England, if the bare taking away of them, and confirming all 
her other Rights and Priviledges will deſtroy or prejudice her ; for 
the ſame Law that gives Liberty to the Papiſts and Proteſtant Diſſen- 
rers, will as ſtrongly confirm her in every Priviledg and Power, ex- 
cept only one, which is the Power of doing hurt : And ſince you 
ſay, pag. 16. that the Church of England i convinced of her Error in 
being ſevere to the Diſſenters ; they have reaſon to conclude that the 
Church of England will rather thank than be diſpleaſed with them, 
for taking from her the means and Temptation of her ever falling 
into the like Error again. 

As to what you ſay page 3, 4- about the new Friendſhip of the Di. 
ſenters, and the litttle Truth to be expected from the Papiits Per- 
formances ; let it be as you ſay : yet | know of no Diſlenter is ſhaking 
hands, or entring into any Engagements with them, more than 
what is natural to all Men to deſire, and endeavour, a free and un- 
diſturbed Exerciſe of their Religion according to the Conviction of 
their Conſciences. And how little to your purpoſe is that Para- 
graph, pag. 3- where you ſay, Wine 1s not more expreſly forbidden to 
Mabometans, than giving Hereticks liberty to the Papiſts, For how doth 
it follow, that becauſe we give them Liberty, that therefore our Li- 
berty muſt be precarious from them, when the ſame Law will give 
the Church of England her Preheminence in Powers, Revenues, and 
all other Advantages and Emoluments, a::d the Pap the bare Li- 
berty of the Profellion of their Religion? Were it intended indeed 
to diveſt and ſtrip the Church of England of all her rich and fplen- 
did Attirements, and cloath the Papiits with them, the Argument 

might 
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might carry more force in it. But it takes from the Church only the 
worſt and vileſt of her Garments, and which ſhe her ſelf is now 
aſhamed to appear in, and leaves her all the reſt. Pag. 3. you ſay 
the Papiſts cannot have Abſolution, if they continue their Kindneſs. You 
need not be beholden to them for apy Kindneſs, for the Law will 
continue all to you, without any Kindneſs to be expected from 
them ; ſo that the Principle concludedgmifs, and you will have no 
occaſion to put them on ſuch difficulties to get their Abſolution. And 
pag. 3, Whatever their Skill in C hirurgery is, you ſay the worſt that ever 
pretended to it art Healing ;, there is another Church hath as bad a 
Faculty at Healing: But I am ſure , we haye had of late one So- 
veraign Plaiſter which has given a great deal of caſe, when other 
inexpert Phyſicians had feſtered and made the Wound almoſt in- 
curable. 

Pag. 4. As to what ou ſay to the Papiſts treatment of thoſe that 
think them guilty of 1dolatry, is not to the purpoſe : for you proceed 
on this falſe Principle, T hat the Papiſts are to have the Power in 
their hands, whereas the Intent of the Law is, that no one ſort of 
Men ſhall hurt any other for dittering from them in their Principles, 
and this to be ſecured as firm as the Laws can make it ; ſo that as to 
the Conſequences that may happen from the Papiſts, if any thing 
can be rationally concluded in your Letter, it muſt be from hence 
that the Papiſts are to be inveſted with all the Power, . when no ſuch 
thing, but the quite contrary is to be enacted. 

As to the Matter of Addreſſing, 'tis ſtrange the Church of England 
ſhould oppoſe it : for if the King be Supream Head of the Church, 
as they have ſufficiently preach'd and printed, the King muſt have 
a Power to diſpenſe with Penal Laws z for all our Lawyers agree 
the King to have the ſame Power as the Pope had in Eccleſiaſtical 
Diſpenſations ; and that the Pope had a Power to diſpenſe with the 
Penal Laws in matters of Religion, efpecially in alis prohibitis, was 
never queſtioned. And without doubt 'tis not that the King doubts 
his Power in diſpenfing. that makes him deſirous to have the Penal 
Laws taken off by Parliament, but that he de!7gns his Subjefts may 
have the Liberty of their Conf. iences, 2s wel! in future times, as 
they are (ure to er:joy it during his Reign ; and why the Diſſenters 
ſhould not thank him for exerting that Power thus ſeaſonably, 1 
cannot comprehend, only thas vni:ch we gather from ſome Mens 
Princip!es, that as long, as the King cc,aplied with their Deſires, the 
Prerogative was ſtrained to the hiheit, but as ſoon as he afts con- 
trary 
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trary to their Humours and latereſt, though in the molt juſt and ne- 
cellary occalion that ever was, great 1s the Cry, and the Diſlenters, 
becauſe they addreſs th= Kinz tor this neceſſary and legal Diſpen 
ſation, muit be charged with giving a Blow to all Laws, and volun- 
tary Aggreſlors of Magna Charta, ſo that the Diſlnters (notwith- 
ſtanding this ſpecious Addreſs) may from hence gueſs ex pede Heren- 
lem, what Entertainment they are like to have ſrom you, if you 
once again have the Power over them, having alr-idy pronounced 
them ſo great Delinquents in this Particular : and m1y they (fig 1) 
ſuffer accordingly, if they give it you again when it lics in their 
power to take it trom you : Burt I could wiſh the Church of Enzland 
had been no more Aggrellors of Magna Chaita than the Difſenters 
are in this, or any other Particular. 

As to what you ſay P.5. about the Inſtruments of this new Friendſhip, 
and their being brib'd, &c. I look on it as all Calumny, the old way 
of dealmg with rhe Diſſenters, for titer calumniare aliqui id adberebit : 
But however, 1 ſe no harm there 1s to take Mony to do a good 
Fong as I am ſure the taking oft theſe unchriltian-Ike Laws will 

C. 

But for the Circular Letters, and tyrang the Poſt- Horſes, « You 
take up this I ſuppoſe at gueſs only. by what you your ive 'eS 0 d in 
the caſe of Abhorrences to the late King, but drop Inſtances 1n that 
particular as ſoon as you pleaſe. 

But you threaten highly, and tell the Diſſenters, P. r2. That rhe 
Church of England can in a Moment, bring Clonds azain, and turn the 
Royal T hunder upon our Heads, blow us off the Stage with a Breath ; if ſhe 
would but give a Smile or 4 kind ord, the leaſt glimpf, of her con: pl, mee 
would throw the Diſſenters back, into their former ſtate of Siffering : But 
ſhe (good Church) will not allow ber ſelf to be reſcred by ſnch unjuſt ifi- 
able means, but chuſeth to bear the Weight of Power, rather than lye under 
the Burthen of being Criminal, Now what the Sence of this [tndicd 
Paragraph is, or what weight it is that the King is going to put upon 
her, I cannor imagine, unleſs ſhe reckons Ar h-Biſhops,Biſhops, &c. 
tobe a Weight; and indeed they have been a dead and heavy Weight 
ro ſome People : But of this Weight, I ſuppoſe, ſhe may be eaſed as 
ſoon as ſhe plcaſcth ; And that ſhe will not thank the King for caſing 
her of what diſgraceth her, and of which ſhe. her ſclt is now aſhamed, 
ſhe mult, 1 think, in the Senſe of all ſober Mcn ſtill lye under the 
zurthca of being Criminal. 
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But ſhe deals vcry ſawcily methinks with the Royal Thunderer, as 
if ſhe with a Smile could alter what he hath ſo fol:mnly declared he 
will continue during his Reign : But why ſhould ſhe that hath fo 
{trongly maintained that the Word of the King is Sacred, imagine 
that tor a Smile from her he would ſo cally alter his Sacred Word ? 
Thc Reaſon is plain,” ſhe maintained his Word to be Sacred, when 
ſhe thought he would regulate himſelf by her ſtinted Principles ; but 
row ſhe ſees that he acts by a mor? Divine and Generous Principle; 
the Caſe is altcred, tho he is ſtill the ſame to her, for he maintains 
her in all her Grardeur, Rights and-Priviledges, according to his 
Word : But certainly the was much to blame to imagine that when 
he promiled to maintain her, he would ſo maintain her as to give her 
Power to deſtroy all others. 

But that Pag. 3. where you ſay that they (the Roman Catholicks) 
are no more able to make good their Vows, than Men married before, and 
their Wife alrve, can c::firm their Contratt with another Woman : Tou 
are to be hugged now, chat you may be ſqueet”d at another time: We 
know 'tis the King hath made this Vow or Promiſe to. us, that we 
ſhall enjoy this Liberty during his Reign ; now that ſuch Language 
ſhould procced from Loyal Church-men 1s very ſtrange, ſo that if 
the Government do but in the leaſt thwart them, 'tis not their Do- 
Arine of Paſſive Obedience and Submiſſioncan keep them within bounds, 
but they muſt ſquint on theGovernment. 

But you ſeem to ſpeak very fairly, P..16. That the Foundation muſt 
be inlarged, and an agreement made amongſt Proteſtants againſt the com- 
mon Enemy. And is the Church really in earneſt in this Point! Or 
perhaps ſhe thinks ſhe can put any thing upon the eaſy good-natured 
Dillenters, whom ſhe will bug at preſent, that ſhe may ſqueeze them 
hereafter : But the Dillenters | hope will not ſwallow'ſach a gilded 
Pill ; For why did not the Church of England agree to this 1n the 
Weſtminſter Parliament, when the Bill of Comprehenſion was propo- 
ſed, a very ſeaſonable time for ſo good and ſo great a Work, and 
ſav'd all this Trouble, but inſtead of that, they fell to Violence and 
Perſccution, and at this inſtant threaten ſeverely, and would no 
doubt be at the ſame glorious Work again, kad not the King in his 
2rcat Mercy put a ſtop to it ? 

But the next Heir, you ſay P. 16. and all things will conſpire to obve 
the Diſſenters eaſe and ſatsfattion, if they do not anticipate and deſtroy it 
themſelves, How tar the Church of Enzland my influenc? the nexr 
Succellor, bred in her Bolom, and not in that Countrey you ſpeak of, 
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and of a Sex eaſier to be prevailed with, the Diſſenters have no rea- 
fon to hazard,fince nothing but the Great, Noble, and Rong Reſo- 
lution of our preſent Prince could break through the daily and con- 
tinued Sollicitations of the Church of England to the contrary. 

P. 1c. Toubid «« conſider and take warning by the Church of Englands 
miſtake in the ſame kind, when after the late King*s Reſtoration they pre- 
ſerved ſo long the buter tafte of the Diſſenters rough uſage towards them in 
other tumes, that it made the Church of England forget their intereſt, and 
_ it to their revenge. The Cale indeed is worth conſidering ; 

y their Revenge, 1 ſuppoſe, you mean the enaCting and executin 
of thoſe ſevere Penal Laws upon the Diſſemters ; a Revenge, 1 mul 
confeſs with a Witneſs ! But, Sir, the Diſſenters will conſider this 
Caſe ſeriouſly, and deal more fairly by the Church than the Church 
dealt by them z they will neither enact, nor execute any Penal Laws 
againſt the Church of England; but on the contrary, they, as the 
King hath been pleaſed to declare, will conſent to confirm all Arch- 
biſhops, Biſhops, &c. And likewiſe to enaft, That neither Papiſt, 
nor any other ſhall have power to hurt the Church in the Profeſ- 
ſion of her Religion, or the Poſleſſion of her Rich Temporalties 3 
and humbly crave only at her hands, that they may have by the 
ſame Law, the free Exerciſe of their Religion in Peace and Quiet- 
neſs; And hope the Church will not refuſe them ſo ſmall a pit- 
rance. 

Now, Sir, if the Church be not ſatisfied herein, it will tempt 
Men to conclude, that her eager delire to have theſe Laws conti- 
nued, is with a deſign to put them at a proper ſeaſon in exccu- 
tion again ; and that ſhe cannot be ſatisfied in any thing leſs than 
a Power of Perſccution , ſince all her other Priviledges will be 
confirm'd to her, and that only taken from her. 


FINIS. 


